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Established in 1995, we are an independently managed,
non-profit, non-government organisation, and institution of
public character that nurtures, facilitates and co-ordinates
environmental causes in Singapore.

The Council is also an approved charity that can offer tax
exemption to donors.

Singapore Environment Council (SEC)



Vision
The SEC aims to be the preferred non-
government organization partner for
communities, businesses and
governments to achieve best-in-class
sustainable city development in
Singapore and beyond.

Mission
To create a lasting impact on climate
change by collaborating with people,
industries and governments to encourage
and achieve sustainable urbanization.

Vision & Mission



And many others….

Our Partners



Labelling and Certifications Community Outreach Awards Training & Education

Our Current Programmes



• Introduction
• Singapore Green Labelling Scheme

(SGLS)
– Features
– Criteria
– Benefits

Agenda



- A strong
marketing tool
to declare the
environmental
benefits of
products.

- Such ‘self
declarations’
may arise from
corporate
ambitions to
jump on the
green products
bandwagon to
capture the
‘green
consumer’
market.

Eco-certs and Labels



The practice of making an unsubstantiated or
misleading claim about the environmental
benefits of a product, service, technology or
company practice.

Can make a company appear to be more
environmentally friendly than it really is.

Greenwashing



Why you should bother
Research calculated that the 96,937 fires in Indonesia detected in 2015 emitted roughly

of carbon dioxide equivalent emissions (Mt CO2eq) cumulatively.

Higher than the average annual emissions of
Germany



Biodiversity and Wildlife

Social and Economic Impacts

Human Health



• A problem dating back 40 years

1980s 2000s

2015 Haze Episode



• Shifting attitudes towards green products
• Led to the proliferation of consumption of “green”

products, eco-labels, consumer awareness
campaigns, etc.

• Businesses are moving into green processes -
generating corporate environmental profiles,
monitoring and evaluating green performance,
and improving corporate image as a result

Rise of Green Consumerism



• Distinguish between falsely-declared and validated
product claims.

• Eco-Labels act as reliable tools to validate the claims
that products make and act as valued tools for
consumers in making the right procurement decision.

Reliable Valid Accuracy

Why we need Eco-certs and Labels



• a voluntary, multiple-criteria based, third party program
that awards a license that authorises the use of
environmental labels on products indicating overall
environmental preferability of a product within a particular
product category based on life cycle considerations

• informative environmental self-declaration claims

• voluntary programs that provide quantified environmental
data of a product, under pre-set categories of parameters
set by a qualified third party and based on life cycle
assessment, and verified by that or another qualified third
party

TYPE I

TYPE II

TYPE III

Types of Eco-Labels

Japan: Eco Mark Germany: The Blue Angel Singapore: Singapore Green Label



• Launched in May 1992 by the Ministry of the Environment by
Minister of Environment, Dr. Ahmad Mattar; Administered by
SEC since June 1999

• SEC became a member of the Global Ecolabelling Network
(GEN) in October 2003

• GEN aims to improve, promote and develop ecolabelling of
products and services

• Elected into the GEN’s Board on 29 October 2015, alongside
Denmark, Germany, Sweden, Brazil, China, Taiwan & Japan

• Successfully audited by the GEN as meeting ISO 14024 for the
Global Ecolabelling Network International Coordinated
Ecolabelling System (GENICES) accreditation in October 2011.

Singapore Green Labelling
Scheme (SGLS)



Source: Qisda Corporation (2011)

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)



Wide coverage

More than
3,000 products certified
600 companies
25 countries worldwide

- South East Asia: Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand and Vietnam
- Other Asia Pacific Country: Australia, China, India, Japan, Hong

Kong, South Korea, Sri Lanka and Taiwan PRC
- Europe: Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Slovakia,

Spain, Switzerland and United Kingdom
- Others: Oman, Kuwait and USA



Licensee Profile

65.2%

29.1%

3.2% 2.0% 0.5%
Singapore

South	East	Asia:	Malaysia,	Indonesia,
Thailand	and	Vietnam

Other	Asia	Pacific	Country:
Australia,		China,	India,	Japan,	Hong
Kong,	South	Korea,	Sri	Lanka	and
Taiwan	PRC
Europe:	Belgium,	France,	Germany,
Italy,	Netherlands,	Slovakia,	Spain,
Switzerland	and	United	Kingdom

Others:	Oman,	Kuwait	and	USA



SGLS Categories
Building Material Lighting Electrical and Solar Powered Products

• Cement and Precast Concrete
• Brick
• Tile /Ceramics

• Compact Fluorescent
Lamp (Modular)

• LED Lights

• Hand Driers
• Solar Powered Products
• Photovoltaic Equipment

Household Products General Products Interior Products
• Food Packaging, Crockery and Cutlery
• Dishwashers
• Electric Kettles
• Espresso & Coffee Machines
• Gas Cookers and Gas- Fired Appliances
• Hot Water Storage Tanks
• Oxo-Biodegradable Plastic Products

• Soil Improver, Growing Media, Aggregate
& Mulch

• Products made from Recycled or
Renewable Fibre

• Products with recycled or sustainable
content

• Biodegradable Products
• Environmental Innovative Products
• Fire Extinguishers
• Automobile Tyres
• Termiticides
• Eco-friendly products
• Products that contain Palm Oil

• Paints and Surface Coatings
• Carpets
• Adhesives and Sealants
• Panel Board
• Surface Covering
• Insulators
• Textiles
• Flooring Pipes
• Doors

Cleaning Products Personal Care Products Office  Supplies and Equipment
• Detergents
• Floor Cleaners
• Industrial and Institutional Cleaner
• Surface Cleaners
• Hand Soaps

• Hair spray/Gel/Mousse
• Deodorant Stick/Roller/Spray
• Shaving Foam & Cream
• Cosmetics

• Paper
• Correction Fluid and Tapes
• Copying, Fax machines, Printers and

Multi-Functional Devices
• Office Furniture
• Ink and Toner Cartridges

Over 50 Categories



• Akzo Nobel (Dulux Paints)
• Jotun
• UIC
• Lion Corporation (Top, Mama Lemon)
• Goodrich (Carpets, Flooring, Laminates)
• Ricoh
• Fuji Xerox
• Canon

20

Products from
over 600

companies

Brands certified under SGLS



Compulsory Documents

• Manufacturing Process and Product Composition of Product

• Formal environmental management system (ISO 14001 or
equivalent) or must be in the process of obtaining one in 2
years

• Test reports by nationally accredited third party laboratories

• All supporting documents mentioned as stated in Product
Checklist the product is assigned to

Application Process



Nippon Paint (M) Sdn Bhd
Certificate

Number
First

Certified Valid Till Product Name

032-065-0606 3-Aug-09 21-Sep-16 NIPPON SPOT-LESS
032-065-0607 3-Aug-09 21-Sep-16 NIPPON SOLAROOF

032-065-0608 3-Aug-09 21-Sep-16 NIPPON WEATHERBOND
SOLAREFLECT

032-065-0609 2-Sep-09 21-Sep-16 NIPPON VINILEX 5100 WALL
SEALER

032-065-0610 2-Sep-09 21-Sep-16 NIPPON VINILEX FRESH
ANTI-BACTERIAL

032-065-0625 22-Sep-10 21-Sep-16 NIPPON PERFECT WHITE
032-065-0626 22-Sep-10 21-Sep-16 NIPPON VINILEX EASY WASH
032-065-0627 22-Sep-10 21-Sep-16 NIPPON VINILEX ECO 5000

032-065-0628 12-Apr-10 11-Apr-17 NIPPON ODOUR-LESS
AIRCARE

032-065-0629 12-Apr-10 11-Apr-17 NIPPON HYDRO-GLOSS
032-065-0630 12-Apr-10 11-Apr-17 NIPPON HYDRO-MATT

032-065-0631 9-Jul-11 8-Jul-17 NIPPON VINILEX 5200 WALL
SEALER

032-065-0632 9-Jul-11 8-Jul-17 NIPPON VINILEX 5500 WALL
SEALER

032-065-0633 9-Jul-11 8-Jul-17 NIPPON HYDRO-PRIMER
032-065-0634 9-Jul-11 8-Jul-17 NIPPON WEATHERBOND

032-065-0635 9-Jul-11 24-Jul-17 NIPPON ECO-BOND WALL
SEALER

032-065-0636 9-Jul-11 24-Jul-17 NIPPON ADVANCE WALL
SEALER

032-065-0637 9-Jul-11 24-Jul-17 NIPPON 3-IN-1
032-065-0638 9-Jul-11 24-Jul-17 SUPER MATEX ECO

Certificate
Number

First
Certified Valid Till Product Name

032-065-1454 27-Jun-09 26-Jun-17 NIPPON WEATHERBOND ADVANCE
032-065-1455 27-Jun-09 26-Jun-17 NIPPON WEATHERBOND FLEX
032-065-1456 27-Jun-09 26-Jun-17 NIPPON SATIN GLO
032-065-1457 27-Jun-09 26-Jun-17 NIPPON ORDOUR-LESS ALL-IN-1
032-065-1595 5-May-11 4-May-17 NIPPON ECO 100 COLOURANT
032-065-1840 12-Apr-13 11-Apr-17 NIPPON VINILEX 5300 BASECOAT
032-065-1841 12-Apr-13 11-Apr-17 NIPPON AQUA EPOXY

032-065-2110 20-Jun-14 19-Jun-17 NIPPON VINILEX 5400 WALL
SEALER

032-065-2111 20-Jun-14 19-Jun-17 0 VIRUSGUARD
032-065-2186 27-Oct-14 26-Oct-16 NIPPON HYDROWOOD
032-065-2187 27-Oct-14 26-Oct-16 NIPPON MOMENTO STONE ART
032-065-2188 27-Oct-14 26-Oct-16 NIPPON TILELAC EMA BASE
032-065-2255 12-Feb-15 11-Feb-17 NIPPON EXPRESSKOTE SEALER
032-065-2256 12-Feb-15 11-Feb-17 MATEX PRO ECO
032-065-2287 12-Apr-15 11-Apr-17 NIPPON MOMENTO ELEGANT
032-065-2288 12-Apr-15 11-Apr-17 NIPPON MOMENTO SPARKLE
032-065-2289 12-Apr-15 11-Apr-17 NIPPON MOMENTO CLOUD
032-065-2290 12-Apr-15 11-Apr-17 NIPPON MOMENTO FROST
032-065-2291 12-Apr-15 11-Apr-17 NIPPON MOMENTO PRIMER

First certified in 2009



Indoor Air Quality



Growth of SGLS Certification
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Products receiving SGLS certification



• Recognized by regional & international Green Building
rating systems
- BCA Green Mark Scheme
- Malaysia GBI
- Vietnam Green Building Council
- Hong Kong Beam Plus
- LEED

Global Presence



Environmental Improvement
attributable to the eco-labelled
product

Source: The Direct and Indirect Benefits of the European Ecolabel – Final Report (2004)

Benefits of SGLS



Benefits of eco labelling
1. Informing consumer choice

– Empowers people to discriminate
2. Promoting economic efficiency

– need for regulation is kept to a minimum
3. Stimulating market development

– Direct impact on supply and demand in the marketplace
4. Encouraging continuous improvement

– Corporate commitment to continuous environmental improvement
5. Promoting certification

– Visible evidence of the product's desirability from an environmental
perspective

– Educational role for customers, promotes competition among manufacturers
6. Assisting in monitoring

– Environmental claims can be more easily monitored



Media Coverage – Singapore government to
procure SGLS certified printing paper products



Media Coverage – SquareRooms



Media Coverage – Sky Vue Condominium



Media Coverage - PacificLight Power



Eco-
Labelling

Participants

Consumers

Government

Other interested
Parties (eg

NGOs, Media,
Consumer
Groups)

Industrial
and

commercial
partners

Stakeholders of Eco-Labelling



We can’t wait until tomorrow

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8YQIaOldDU8



“Earth provides enough to satisfy every man's
needs, but not every man's greed.”

- Mahatma Gandhi

Finding that balance…



THANK YOU
www.sec.org.sg

+65 6337 6062
@SECSingapore SingaporeEnvironmentCouncil


